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FP. FEFIOISECESE L b0 L LT, EEONHATO BEREOER AR T 51257 0 #5%
BHEIT—EU LD ZE LT, ICT AFARU AT ADOHENIL SICOWTE LS e ~& &
RIRZEDR S TND Z b, FERH R LTeER DO T3 72l IR 2 iR 5 2 &L ORBI S DR STz,
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REEDIZI 27— 3 VAICEHT W%
—2015 FEM D 2023 FEAZEDIAZI 2 =7—2 3 VATR FOZHH -

A Study on the Communication Skills of University Students:

An Analysis of Test Results from Early Childhood Education Students, Class of 2017-2025

S RS

& BR

A a=r—a U, REESEORMEE CRACEMT 5mE LT, 16 Fitge CF 1 A7 (HASREHT
AL, 2018) ThH D, IREE BRI EEDOMIRI R B AR5 E LT v — R Th, a3a=/
— g VIS EOTEER S TWD (NTHE, 2019), (RBEER EOANBEIRRL. &b 720 TR
FEFOIAIR, MRS, MR 572 P& S ERANE a2 = —T g VR 8 BIEEBIR A 5
WD KRB D, — 7T, REEARCE AR, REAFHCRBNCFEDal a=r—va v hedE
DI EIEREIRED RSN TND, ZOX D72, (REEREDDFHTREE ORI 123RKD Hiv
TEY, #Fre—FHITTAFF L — ARIOREE & LTI 7 —AH 20, ZhbHDZ Enn, IREEEK
BITEFARNCFAED I a=r—2a v NE EF D2 EROLN TS EEZ D, LnL, ZhETo
RE LEBEGIERCIRNTIE, [FEBERE L, BETHHMEE L TOAT/WIEZ bIVTE T, (R
HR, RBEHREO I a=r—3 2 NSRIST D AT MIE -7 BT DSR2 RSN T
W5 A, 2003),

Z 2T, AHFFETIE, REEERRICBWTIREFED I 2= — 3 VA EE BRI 729 O M
ffZEE LT, 2015 4EFEMD 2028 FEEEANFAED A R a=r—1 3 U OFREE N L, REFEFHICa I 2
==y a FMELTEO), M ELEETIUIZOBERIZED L 9702 L THSTZONNTHONTHL
T HZ L EENET D,

LIAT, Taia=lr—a )] LWIHEREIHGHIMESTH Y . EARAZBERITIRIAY Y, 1990 4
RE CIIGEHE OSRTH T3, 2000 AL A CORES %8 ATILRIEE ) & LT
AENTHS (2009, T 2015), — XD AL EET S [aa=r— a7 ONFTSES
ETHY (ER, 2018)  FHHINCHIfEZERRITA2 Ny OV, 2010), AARDEG TROONL A 2=/ —
v a VEEINCOWT, BROBRED Ny T8I T 4T (KPR, B, NFIE) Z2xt8E L
TR CIE, 2l a=b—a v OGE, G/, 77747 - VA=Y ala=r—vay
DR, FEPE, BRI ORME, WEOEEME, AVRI: CGFEM, 2015), ala=f— a2« AF
JUREE & UCIE, A « K5 (2007) 12 L 0 VERR S AU7= ENDCOREs 7385, ZAuL TH K 138147 g
Fe/1) THE TR M=) BIRTHEE) @6 >0 AL AT/ UIpFEESNS, &Y 2— v — &
—  REEEESEAD [HEERPHET A N (2 a=r—ya 7)) ) R R, s,
THHEST), B, AFIRSEREELT). ISR 100 6 DD FALREE CHERL S /LT 5,
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REODH CEIMNELEINLAI a=r— g 1E LT, RNERBIINZ & & 25N 5 )

CIRTSCHIET 7). A0 0 A3 0 23 TIEe < | THHRZIE L < D> ABTFONEIT i > Thn 04 <5z b /)

(FHRIBIES]) . METLEERC MR AR Lo VB L7 0 32500 (IEHES) . S0 Eicd
LHRDOEFEATTERUVEIEZIRAIR 22736, FHFEOF NI LA ELLO0ded) (), Mz
KT 2NN KBV ERD, B AMIEEZZ T AND S (NEBAESLS) . VA CldZa <
ELSFEEHEW L, MERNISRZS 2 - VB ITBE 0NT 720 9250 (FEEfRRT)) . BNEZ 65,
AWGETIE, 2D 6 DEHREE G NE (a3 a=r—ral ) LEFETD, £, AR =23
2=lr—va ) BAETHRER, S o — s v U REFECESEAER D [T HE
TAN (@a=r—var)) OUF, a3a=r—val 7 A N) EEETDHIEND, AT A b
DGR T ER T 5,

ek, lala=b—var ) EWOHREL ala=r—Taligl), aia=r—rar - A%
Wi, Tasa=lr—var - ave T U R RESRIFHINTOND, 2 2= —T a3 UIEOSEFT
BRI a BT VAL W OERE AF L LW HOBESR L TR S D Z R ENTWD (R
H, 2021) Z 0D, AFETIZZNOZFRAETHL LMRL, [aIa=r—Ta )] LEKFLT 5,

A A

FEMFRE  HAESNOSEBEEEREYIRTD 2015 EEMND 2023 4EENFOFATH D, AREEK
1%, 2015 AEEEAEIINFIRF 133 44 « AREIE 112 44, 2016 4FBEARI TR 124 44 - AR 101 44, 2017 4RREAE
ITNFARF 102 4« 25367 93 4, 2018 4EFEAEITNANF 105 4 « Z53EF 77 44, 2019 4EFEAEIT AR 128 4 -
RRIEIRE 83 44, 2020 AEFEARIINTAI 120 44 « A3EF 113 44, 2021 ARFEAEIIONSAIT 117 44« ZR3E0 102 44,
2022 FEREI I NFARF 123 44 « 2230 121 4, 2023 AEFEIINGARF 05 4, 253EF 18 4 CTh o7,

FRE aI2=r—va 7T AMENERE (LEA 1HRSE A). BBX0N #EF QEH : 245K
12 A) O 2REH L, 7R ME 2019 FEAETIEv—2 v — MEAT - FHCHME LTz, 2020 FEED
BAVTAERICETI/ Y | FETEHDAY— 7 4 CT—HIZBE Lz, [EPEREIIRK 60 /3T
Hoiz,

TIA MEBRIZOWTIL, 2019 FFEAE Tld~—7 o— MET, 2020 FEENG A T 1 LT
T 12 H~1 FIZ5E i L7,

FENT TIEED TR 2 AIRERTT 2 J8#, 2 [N 2 457K 6 HIZShHER T 338/, 3 [RIHAS 2 F-K
8 H~9 HITHiiE% T 2 38/, 4 BIHZ 2 4R 11 AICIRBRTE 72l 3R © 2 WSER L7z, FAEIC K-> THEY
TRERS 1~4 [H] & F7p 5,

FEARR aIa=br—ral N7 ANL SFSFERaAIa=Fr—ra UHENEHE L ORST
BY., BOOSENRBIIVES, B AIOKEFH/2 EEREI L, 4 SOBPEEOF )5 1 DA
Thd, BHOaa=r—raryNEACRHUET 2O TIERWes), HHEIICEE LW EELH
FLAAEL D LT DERRTTERVACTEBIEDS RV, FERIE, IROCHWT ), fEEET), G/, i
HE7), ATIBSREELT ), RIEERERTID 6 SO AL REZ LI bSivh, & AR 100 AR CTask
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DEWEE, BHEIDEWZ & 2T,
TN MEEBRIZOWTCOFIEE L, 73 MIESCTHHEICOWT 1RO 5 B 4 BFELLIT, 5~
9 R, 10~14 B, 15 BFELL B, oFns 1 SR LIRIE T 2T Th -7,

WEETOMT  IBM SPSS25. HAD17 (J&/K, 2016) A L7=,

RS

1. A3 a=Hh—3 3 hDOFELE

(1) AZEBHFOII 2=4—>3 VHIDOFEHE

2015 FFEAEMND 2023 FEEADNFRHZRBIT Ha I 2= —a Uik R 1 O Tholz, NFRD
a3 a=r—a R, NFELUHEEIC L > GEVDRH DG ETRRD T2, NFAERE (2015 44
~2023 AEEAE) LA o= —a VI PAREE CIRBCEIETD, sy, (BT, B, AR
BICRIEELT ), R O 2 BRGEOMNTAAT -T2, ZORER, 2 2= —Ta VI PREOTNR
DAET (F (5,5235) =66.49, p=.00), DIRPGHIET ) Pebm<. MEIE)) bR -T2, £,
NFEFEL a3 a=r—ya VI IMREOAZRER (F(40,5235) = 2.98, p=.00) bAEECTH-o/Z, T
NREDFER, [ AHIBIREEES )] 1238 T 2015 FFEEND 2020 FEEEDONFE LD . 2021 4EEEMD 2023 4F
FENFBZ O hE->T- (X 1),

LUl 9 FERICAEED 23 a=lr—2 a VTR D D DI E IR, 2021 EEADIBOAT

I NTIBEERREEL 1) NENZ EOSRENT-, OO FRINEIT 9 £ T2 TAe <. DIRDCHMT ) 23
b, MEIE)) Db EAVRESNT,

1 AZFEEICEITAAFROII 125 —2 3 VHOTHE L RERE

PRITHIBT BRIZED 1ERESB D 1EEE N AFRRIEEN MERAESD

M 55.49 49.77 46.32 41.95 50.08 52.78
15 E%(n=133)

SD 18.03 22.65 23.14 25.09 19.94 24.16

M 59.19 52.10 47.74 40.97 45.81 52.26
16EEE(n=124)

SD 19.32 23.07 23.05 22.79 17.81 24.42

M 60.00 51.18 51.37 47.06 50.39 58.04
17TEEE(n=102)

SD 19.90 24.30 23.97 25.89 20.44 22.95

M 55.43 50.48 46.48 44.19 48.00 54.29
184 (n=105)

SD 20.24 20.59 22.45 29.18 18.73 26.99

M 1 1.72 47.1 41, 47. 4
198t (n=128) 58.13 51.7 7.19 88 7.97 55.47

SD 20.46 21.96 22.69 25.28 20.75 23.84

M 52 } 47.1 43, 47. .
DO (n=129) 57.5 57.67 7.13 3.88 7.60 55.50

SD 20.77 23.67 22.47 23.60 18.74 2427

M 4. 49.74 45.64 12 . 2.82
VA (n=117) 54.36 9.7 5.6 38 59.83 52.8

SD 18.17 23.58 25.98 25.05 21.41 22.51

M 4. 41 48.2 .84 . 2.52
D2t (n=123) 54.96 50 8.29 39.8 58.86 52.5

SD 19.60 20.86 24.55 24.36 2237 26.29

M 50.74 52.21 46.11 41.47 56.63 48.42
23FEESE(n=95)

SD 20.17 24.11 24.77 28.47 20.56 25.36
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() ZEBOII 1=/ —> 3 VIDZELE

2015 FFEAEMND 2023 FEEADOAERAZRBIT Ha I 2= —a Uik &2 Ol Thotz, 253D
R a=r—a VRN, NELFEEIC L > GEVRH DDENETIRD T2, NFHAEE (2015 4FEAE
~2023 FEA) Laa=s—a VIIARE CRGCEIET), sy, TEE0EsT). BE). A
RERESS ), RRERRT)) O 2 BEIRGYBOT Z4T -T2, ZOREFR, NHEEOTRE (F (8,871) = 3.67,
p=.00) PVEET, 2020 4FHEA= & 2023 AEEAED TN, 2021 FEEEAE & 2022 AFFEA L 0 S @ oTe, FT,
A a=lr—a U MEREOTE (F (5,4355) = 35.88, p = .00) LAET, DRICHET 23
b, mOHIEROO TERES) ElE ) Thotm, IBIC, FEFEELaIa=r—Ta VAL
REEOZZHEAEM (F (40,4355) = 3.37, p=.00) bAETH-oT-, MAREDRER, CRGCEWT ) 132015
FEREEAEND 2019 FFEEAIZIBWTES . TARIBIRIEELT)) 13 2020 AREEAEDND 2023 AREEARIZIVTRd-
7= (¥22),

Db, 9 FERITCHER O I o =r—3 g VINTEND D ONEFINTAER, 2019 FEAE T MR
W) DmdoTond, 2020 FEEEAELIRE TAMBIRESTT)) 3@ eole 2 EAVRENTz, EOMOT
ARBEITFARIC L 240370 < [TE80E5S ) & W) MR Z EvREhTs,

R2 AFEELICETLEZERROII A Z7—2a U OFHECIZERE

PRI 1EHRIEEND 1EHRES D 1BEE ANHBREBES MERRD

M 61.96 50.89 48.57 43.75 51.43 53.04
15FEEE(n=112)

SD 18.00 22.60 23.82 26.10 19.49 23.36

M 61 4. 47.72 46. 45.54 4.
164 R (n=101) 58.6 54.06 7.7 6.53 5.5 54.06

SD 21.59 23.76 25.45 27.29 20.42 24.09

M 61.51 57.85 53.76 47.74 52.47 58.92
174 4(n=93)

SD 21.92 24.04 21.05 29.35 21.85 23.47

M 57.92 58.70 46.23 53.77 49.61 61.30
18FEEE(n=TT7)

SD 20.41 22.56 19.80 27.58 19.09 26.02

M 58.80 55.66 50.84 51.81 53.98 55.18
195 E 4 (n=83) 39

SD 19.34 25.95 2237 24.40 19.94 24.11

M 58.94 55.75 53.10 50.27 62.65 56.28
20EEE(n=113)

SD 18.29 23.52 23.42 23.47 22.76 22.29

M . 47.2 42. 44 .31 4 48.24
DR (n=102) 56.86 7.25 55 3 58.43 8

SD 20.82 23.17 24.64 28.37 24.97 24.43

M 52.62 50.82 46.45 40.49 57.54 48.20
2EEH(n=121)

SD 22.45 19.94 22.39 23.91 20.50 24.63

M 56.67 58.72 50.51 50.00 66.15 55.13
23FEE(n=T8)

SD 21.48 23.10 28.78 26.14 19.42 23.51
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N2020EEE 2021 EEE w2025 EE w2023FFEE E2020EE4 m2021EE Y m2022F E 4 w2023 EEE

2. AFMLEFEEBIB T3 22— 3V HDER

FEFRZa a=br—y a Y IDBNAE LToENETIR DT80, NFFRE Z LIS & A3 O
ZOWTH MIREED ¢ IEZITo7z (£ 3), EORER, 2015 AT RRGGHEET)) (¢(111)=3.00, p
=.00) 1TFUNT, 2017 4EEEARI TS S) (¢(92)=2.08, p=.04) (T3 \T, 2018 4EEEARIT [ mE
711 (¢(76)=3.94, p=.00), MEHES)| (¢(76)=3.01, p=00), [MEEEAERT)) (¢(76)=2.35, p=.02) IZ¥
VN, 2019 AREEARLT MBI D) (£(82)=4. 60, p =. 00) [Z33V T, 2020 4EFEAEN T MEHRES ) (¢(111)=2. 34,
p=.02), MEHES)) (¢(111)=2.48, p=.02), T AMBHFEES)) (¢(111)=5.88, p=.00) (ZFV T, 2023 4F
PEAIT MEIES) ) (¢(77)=3. 24, p=. 00) , [ \FEIRFRIEEE )] (¢(111)=3. 24, p =. 00) , [RIREARRS 1) (¢(111)=2. 21,
p=.03) [ZBNT, ZERFOTNNFIR L D AEICED R -T2, 2016 A, 2021 FFEA, 2022 4REE

VTA BN D> T,

PIE, 9%HED I H 6 FAEIBWTa I 2= —3 g VIR ER-TUVOEZ EAvRENTZ, T8 M
711 TARIBEERIEELS)) RIS ) 13RO B\ WAl B R Dz,

K3 A7 a3 VATNREICE T HAFR L ERID (IRERR

PRI TBRITIET 15RIERS T 18RS INLEES ) R R

i plE & pfE & plE & pfE 8 pfE & plE
2015%EE 3.00 .00 ** 49 .62 20 85 1.18 24 30 76 00 1.00
2016FE4E .83 41 .84 40 15 .88 1.50 .14 61 .54 .61 .54
2017 EE .75 45 2.08 .04 .93 35 .40 .69 .80 42 27 .79
2018FEE 107 29 3.94 .00 ** .09 93 3.01 .00 ** 1.07 29 2.35 02 *
201954 29 77 .83 41 1.22 22 4.60 .00 ** 1.79 08" 22 .83
20205 EAE 16 87 1.01 31 2.34 02% 248 02 * 5.88 .00 ** 22 82
2021 EAE .62 .54 1.75 087 .89 38 1.61 11 64 53 1.70 097
2022 .88 38 .20 .84 .70 49 1.42 .16 .50 .62 1.43 15
2023FEE 1.94 06* 1.67 .10 1.07 29 3.15 .00 ** 3.24 .00 ** 2.21 03 *

*kp <01, *p <05, p <1
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M SO M SO M SO M SO M SD M SO M SO M SO M _SD M sD B T M

HORHIHT 50.63 21.37 51.80 27.80 51.05 19.00 58.18 18.95 52.50 15.39 53.68 26.71 53.90 20.05 55.56 23.79 57.41 19.54 58.86 19.66 2.97 * 1.22 032  4E>1[E
BIRI=END 45.00 23.90 39.48 20.77 44.21 24.23 53.33 24.83 45.83 23.20 50.53 24.38 48.29 22.65 49.17 22.00 52.98 22.46 55.40 23.18 5.15** 1.44 2.60 * 4[E>0[E]
1BEHRESD 41.88 24.36 49.23 20.44 47.89 24.40 43.64 20.89 30.83 23.58 45.26 22.94 49.76 25.38 42.22 24.33 47.86 23.17 49.76 23.93 2.90 *  1.55 221 N 4[8] > 2[E]
1EEEN 36.25 22.50 45.13 23.72  40.00 29.04 49.70 24.56 30.83 18.63 40.00 29.06 40.73 26.75 43.06 26.14 43.02 25.49 47.72 26.62 1.94 15.72*% 069 ZHE>AZ
AFIBBRAIEEEN 51.56 20.10 56.41 22.42  46.32 23.30 56.97 18.79 44.17 18.63 50.53 30.09 51.95 20.81 55.56 22.57 52.02 20.59 55.32 21.68 1.05 8.61 ** 069 ZEE>AZ

FIRERER N 50.31 26.66 48.21 26.64 49.47 27.01 56.36 25.23 47.50 24.18 49.47 28.57 51.71 29.30 48.33 2573 54.47 23.84 54.99 23.65 1.33 .02 1.12

**p <01, *p <05, p <10

(2) FIuNA hMEBREQZIa=H—S 30N

TS Mi3aR o= —a VNPT DS ER 5720, T A M (L#EIZ X 4
RFRILAT, 5~9 IRff#], 10~14 I, 15 REHLA L) SR ONFRE, 222ER5) o 2 BIR Y BUMT 217>
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KFETOFORIEB 28 LT MG ) > TARIBIREELT) ) 23] L7Z rTREMDSE 2 D,
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INOT I I R TN E FAUTCND, ARG TR, 2020 4FEAN an FROFEL o & b
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Bacteriological Study of Hand Washing and Alcohol Disinfection Effects:

A Perspective on Hand Hygiene in Nursery Schools
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Reshaping the Understanding of Local Practice:

Becoming a Locus of Professional Development for Global Early Childhood Educators

Kathleen McMillan, BA Koichi Haseyama, Ph.D.

When we started asking ourselves, “What would it look like if we provided brave spaces for
children’s deepest desires to play, explore, and be challenged?” it was hard at first, but it quickly became
deeply meaningful work. We are committed to being brave when engaging in children’s early learning
and we have seen both ourselves and the children become more resilient, capable and confident. Most
importantly, we started asking a new question, “What kind of world do we want to live in?”

Our answer is the story of who we are at Brave Spaces: children and adults: community, citizens,
co-learners becoming excellent communicators and problem solvers, advocating for ourselves and others.
At Brave Spaces children are leaders, innovators, entrepreneurs, architects, artists, adventurers and
more! Brave Space is a place for being together whether we are resting or playing, using our whole self,
body, mind and spirit for innovation, experimentation and creative expression. The best part of our day
is when someone says, “I have an idea!”” and we answer, ““I like your idea! Lets make a plan!” We want
children to know that we are FOR THEM so we turn the HARD NO into a RESOUNDING YES!

[The philosophical assumption, the centre director]

1. Introduction

This contribution shares with our community of practice the authentic voice of a powerful and
valued practitioner in our Early Childhood Education (ECE) community. By publishing this philosophical
perspective of in-practice educators, we aim to provide a locus of inquiry for our colleagues in the field
of ECE, as well as for ourselves as reflective learner-practitioners. It is our intention to utilize this
contribution as a pedagogical material for teacher education. Following this, we plan to engage in
collaborative reflective work on our journey of co-inquiry with others, based on our lived experiences in
collaboration with colleagues, families and children. This contribution presents an interactive report on a
visit to a local childcare center, conducted as part of the international fieldwork of the Felicia College of
Childhood Education in British Columbia, Canada. This event was held as part of the college's fieldwork
course, Global ECE & Inquiry-Based Advocacy. The goal of this course is to enhance the qualifications
and practical skills of international child educators over the one-year duration of the program. To achieve
this, we will collaborate with local childcare workers and students in childcare training programs in British
Columbia, Canada, to jointly develop social resources related to children, education, and the philosophy
of inquiry from a social justice perspective.

This contribution consists of 1) the childcare centre’s philosophy and practice, and 2) reflective
accounts of the pre-service student educators from Japan.
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2. Brave Spaces Early Learning Commons

(1) Our Philosophical Assumptions

When we started Brave Spaces Early Learning Commons the question we had been asking
ourselves was “What would it look like if we provided brave spaces for children’s deepest desires to play,
explore, and be challenged?”

Being a Reggio Emelia inspired, nature-based centre was a great place to start this new journey.
The Reggio Emelia philosophy gave us the framework to begin re-imaging what our centre could become.
That’s when we started to explore the idea of an early learning commons as a place for everyone; children,
parents, educators; everyone who spends time with us to see children, hear their voice and write our
community’s learning story.

Along the way we realized that both adults and children are citizens of our community with
ideas, hopes, dreams, and contributions to make. And we noticed how much adults say NO to children.
Those No’s are hard to hear for young children and we wondered what would happen if we turned the
hard no into a resounding yes. “What if we said no less and yes more? What if' we provided brave spaces
for children’s deepest desires to play, explore, and be challenged?” What if we honoured people
individually and collectively and committed to creating an Early Learning Commons that promotes the
expression, development and identity for citizens of all ages? Our desire was that the people in our
community would become confident and capable citizens who deeply understand child development.

That’s why we value BRAVE SPACES for child-led risky play where children make real-time,
critical thinking decisions and develop cognitive flexibility from choosing to participate in physical,
emotional and mental challenges.

It’s why we provide MAKER’S SPACES for innovation and industry where children are free
to engage with art and building materials, explore, discover and find their creative voice.

We also believe in authentic FAITH SPACES where children have the opportunity to begin
forming a spiritual understanding of themselves as created beings in relationship to themselves, other
humans, other living beings, and the earth and to explore developmentally appropriate spiritual
wonderings.

When our education team began exploring this vision we decided to trade “safe” for “brave.”
It was hard at first, but it quickly became deeply meaningful work. We are committed to being brave
when engaging in children’s early learning and we have seen both ourselves and the children become
more resilient, capable and confident. Parents tell us they observe how their children become excellent
communicators and problem solvers, advocating for themselves and others. Brave Spaces has revealed
their children to be leaders, innovators, entrepreneurs, architects, artists, adventurers and more!

Our Learning Commons is a place for being together whether we are resting or playing, using
our whole self; body, mind and spirit for innovation, experimentation and creative expression. The best
part of our day is when someone says, “I have an idea!” At Brave Spaces Early Learning Commons we
want children to know that we are For Them! Our Educators turn the HARD NO into a RESOUNDING
YES! Our Learning Commons is comprised of parents, educators and children who want to say, “I like
your idea! Let’s make a plan!”
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(2) Our Values

Empowerment — We recognize the inherent value of all citizens and their right to develop and grow to be
their very best selves. That’s why we challenge them to be brave, encouraging them to find and use their
own creative and innovative voice. We prioritize collaborative community relationships between children,
adults, and the environment and encourage challenging conversations knowing that when we empower
people to speak up significant growth become possible.

Reflection — We engage in reflective practices, observation over time, collecting and documenting traces
of learning and creating pedagogical narrations that guide our pedagogical choices. Part of reflective
practice is share our research with our team, our families and our community, and asking for multiple
perspective interactions.

Struggle — Struggle is welcome because real emotions, real risk, and real failure create opportunity for
significant growth and worth-while accomplishment.

Freedom and Agency — We provide space for people to interpret their experiences, have opportunity for
authentic expression of their experiences, and to research and learn around their own experiences.
Democracy can thrive in a society where all citizens, including children have a voice and opportunity to
practices healthy expressions of freedom and agency while also learning respect,inclusion and belonging.

Trust — From our interaction with the Reggio Emilia philosophy we have learned that there is nothing that
can’t be said, therefore we respect and support each other’s learning story and value multiple perspectives
n our work together. We trust the process of human development and learning in community.

Authenticity — Carefully considering our use of time, how we speak to one another, the events we plan,
the materials we interact with, the arrangement of rooms, we hope to reflect intentionality, cohesiveness,
and to promote happiness over pleasure.

Boundaries — We understand the value of and the difference between a “Hard No!”” And a “Resounding
Yes!” Our goal is to turn a “hard no” into a “resounding yes” by honouring the voice is the child,
transforming their ideas into attainable, accessible learning experiences. We will set and communicate
clear boundaries while still maintaining the opportunity for people to interpret their own experience.
Chaos is managed by being invested in and present with each other as co-learners who are open to
transformative learning experiences.

Leadership — The role of leaders at Brave Spaces is to hear the citizens’ voices, gather information and

collaborate in the decision-making process. At times all people in our learning commons may fill the role
of leader.
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(3) Guiding and Caring

Brave Spaces is a warm, nurturing, safe and brave place for children to grow and mature.
Discipline at Brave Spaces is called Guiding and Caring and is based on responsive, reciprocal, respectful
relationships in which all people are given the opportunity to thrive. Believing that kindness and
gentleness are skills caught not taught and knowing that for children to develop into peaceful people we
must lead and motivate by love not power or force. Guiding and Caring is always focused on emotional
and physical security, respect for others and co-regulation. We use terms like “Connect before Direct”
and “Low and Slow” as key phrases to inform our guiding and caring practices. Our goal is creating and
maintaining a structured framework of attainable and understandable expectations with flexibility for
creative and spontaneous, child-directed learning and play.

Children learn socially appropriate behaviour through relationships with other people and
according to age and ability defined developmental stages. Behaviour is communication at Brave Spaces,
and we learn to interpret and support one another through emotional validation, co-regulation, and by
providing guidance and support when natural consequences unfold, and challenging behaviour is
experienced and explored through developmentally appropriate, brain-science informed and play-based
strategies. We use “time in not time out” drawing child into relationship and providing emotional and
physical support for co-regulation. When we face challenging moments, we draw close to the challenges
and bring them into relationship with who we are and what we are experiencing. Guidance processes take
into consideration the nature, age, ability and circumstances of the child and are tailored to encourage
growth, development and co-regulation.

(4) Our Spaces

Brave Spaces are grounding, honouring activated rest and meaningful activity.

The large, key furnishings provide structure in our rooms and focus on movement and large
motor development recognizing that motor skills develop from the core outward starting with gross motor
development and moving from core to extremities and fine motor development. Before children can hold
a pencil to write, they must move and balance and climb and crawl and jump. They need to move big
before they move small.

We play with reflections, light and shadow. We deconstruct and we build. Smaller elements of
our spaces evolve based on the children’s interests. Our spaces are intentionally minimalist and human
relationships take priority over material items. Minimalism allows us to manage stuft and choices easily.
Educators invite children to play by providing access to open-ended, interesting materials and loose parts.
After observing children’s interaction and encourage them to interpret their experiences and after asking
questions about children’s meaning-making, additional materials, perspectives and opportunities are
offered in the form of learning provocations. Educators pay careful attention to play schemas that emerge,
offering provocations to enhance, enrich and satisfy children’s urges to explore. We equally value our
experiences of outdoor spaces and indoor spaces. Educators allow play and materials to ebb and flow
between the spaces, translating and interpreting our experience from one space to the other including
spaces within a room and from outdoor to indoors and indoors to outdoors.
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3. Pre-service student educators’ reflective fieldnotes

(Translated from original texts in Japanese)

1) At the kindergarten I visited today, I noticed that the activities were carried out by the children
themselves. I realized the importance of creating a space where children can think and discuss together,
rather than having adults impose instructions and rules on them. This kindergarten seems to emphasize
the value of learning through hands-on experiences and exploration—allowing children to try things and
observe the outcomes—rather than simply telling them what they shouldn't do.

Unlike in Japan, I observed that many real objects and natural items were on display, creating a more
engaging and authentic environment. [ also reflected on the importance of treating people with disabilities
equally. It’s crucial for everyone to understand and interact with these children in a way that fosters
inclusion, rather than treating them as different from others.

In the nursery school, there were papers with photos, sentences, and comments displayed, allowing
everyone to see the activities the children typically engage in and how they feel. I thought this was a
wonderful way to share and document their experiences.

One of the nursery rooms was relatively minimal in terms of items, and I learned that it was designed to
help children with disabilities calm down. I felt this reflected a thoughtful approach to creating a space
where all children can feel safe and enjoy themselves.

2) The first thing I noticed was the size of the playground. It featured smaller playground equipment
compared to those in Japan, which allowed children more space to play freely. The director also
mentioned that, instead of saying "No" to a child's initial idea for a game, they should respond with "Yes"
and work together to figure out how to make it happen.

When it’s time to return to the classroom, instead of saying, "Let's go back because it's time," they ask the
children, "I think we should go back to the classroom. What do you think?" This approach gives the
children time to reflect and decide.

From these practices, I learned that not all authority rests with the caregivers. Since nurseries are
communities of children, encouraging them to think and come up with solutions together is essential.
Developing these skills during the formative years of personality development is crucial, as such abilities
will be indispensable when they grow up and participate in society as adults.

3) I was impressed that all the children who need special support participate in activities together in the
same nursery room. It was also notable that one nursery room is specifically prepared as an environment
where these children can feel at ease. The space is thoughtfully designed to suit the children’s disabilities
and individual characteristics, featuring soft sofas, trampolines, hammocks to sit on, picture cards, and
boards for them to hit.

Additionally, there are children from various countries enrolled in the nursery, and the picture cards in the
room are written in multiple languages, not just English. I felt that one reason these children can
participate in activities together is that the classes are composed of children of different ages. This diverse
environment, where differences in personality, characteristics, age, culture, and language are seen as
natural, seems to help the children learn to respect each other.

- 65 -



I was particularly struck by how the children are treated as individuals with agency. Some decisions
during activities are left to them, and they are regularly given opportunities to exchange opinions with
one another. This approach felt distinctly different from what I’ve observed in Japan, as I learned that the
nursery teachers actively listen to the children’s desire to "try things" and affirm their ideas, regardless of
what they are.

Encouraging the children to think of ways to realize their ideas fosters the development of their
imagination, creativity, and expressiveness. I also believe that when caregivers respect the children’s
feelings in their daily activities, it helps the children learn to listen to each other’s opinions and work
collaboratively.

4) I was deeply impressed by the origin of the name Brave Place and the fact that the director took the
time to share his thoughts and ideas about children and caregivers. His perspective was entirely different
from what I’ve encountered in Japan, and I found the concept of risky play particularly intriguing. From
my training and learning in Japan, I have often wondered whether protecting children from all potential
dangers is truly the best way to ensure their safety. I found it remarkable that this environment values
risky play and incorporates it into childcare practices.

Everything about the environment, the communication style, and the way caregivers interacted with the
children was an eye-opening learning experience for me. I felt incredibly fortunate to visit such an
inspiring place, which naturally sparked a strong desire to work in and raise children in a similar
environment.

Observing the children aged 35 and 1-2 years old, I saw a diverse community where children of various
nationalities interacted seamlessly. They respected and learned from one another in their daily lives. I also
learned about practical differences compared to childcare in Japan. For example, due to the terrain, fires
are more common than earthquakes, leading to more frequent fire drills. Additionally, allergy
management is handled daily through an app, which I found to be a unique and efficient practice.

I was particularly impressed by how documentation and creative production were integrated into the
childcare environment. It made me realize that being in a space that even I, as an adult, found exciting
would naturally stimulate children’s curiosity and initiative. Such an environment fosters a sense of
wonder and engagement for both children and adults.

Another striking aspect was how caregivers approached the children’s actions. Instead of saying "No" by
default, they generally responded with "Yes." This encouraged the children to think and act independently,
while the caregivers provided guidance and advice collaboratively.

Seeing this childcare environment and philosophy firsthand gave me a clear vision of the type of place I
want to work in. It was an invaluable experience that allowed me to absorb so many ideas and practices.

4. Conclusion: A start to every student

The objective of this visit was the site visit experience to be a pedagogically meaningful
participatory observation. It led them to think deeply about early childhood education practice. By
reflecting on their own memories and knowledge, students began to see how their views are shaped by
both personal experience and what they witnessed during the visit. Observation became a dialogic process,
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one where meaning was co-created through discussion and reflection. This experience helped students
see teaching and learning as relational and evolving, and challenged them to reconsider their own roles
as future educators. They started to understand that knowledge in ECE isn’t fixed, but formed through
relationships, context, and intentional actions. The educators’ daily routines appealed to the students as
thoughtful, purposeful practices grounded in the local setting. It is evident from the reflective notes above
that a dialogic approach to practical observation has provoked the cognitive access to their own
philosophical assumptions in the relationships of their own ontology, epistemology and time-space
phenomena that the participants hold and experience.
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