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Learner’s Meaning-Making of Collaborative Learning at a Postsecondary Level: Our
Collaborative Analysis on the Inter-institutional Project on Global Education

Koichi Haseyama, and Shinichi Yamazaki

This research aims to identify educational outcomes of collaborative educational project
amongst students with institutions and majors of different types. This collaborative effort was
organized by postsecondary students of Metro University (MU), a 4-year Bachelor’s degree granting
institute, and Metro College (MC), a 2-year Associate degree granting institute, both located in a same
suburban city of Tokyo, Japan. MU students have international perspectives and are interested in
multicultural understanding. 1 student is from the field of health and welfare, 1 from Arts and Culture,
1 from Liberal Arts, and 3 from Global Communications. These students also participated ASPIRE
(Action by Students to Promote Innovation and Reform through Education), which is a students-driven
organization as a part of the project of United Nations Academic Impact (UNAI). UNAI is an initiative
that aligns institutions of higher education with the United Nations in actively supporting and
contributing to the realization of UN goals and mandates. ASPIRE also supports Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). SDGs are a universal call for action to end poverty, protect the planet and
ensure that all peoples enjoy peace and prosperity as the 2030 agenda. It has 17 goals with 169
indicators as a successor of the Millennium Development Goals, and has created outcomes from
Rio+20, which focuses on natural resources and environmental issues around the world. In terms of
MC students, they are focusing on becoming practitioners of Early Childhood Education (ECE) at
global and/or glocal level(s). With its single faculty practice in ECE at postsecondary levels, they have
two programs: Associate Degree program in Global Early Childhood Education and Care (GECEC)
and Post-Associate Diploma program in GECEC. MC holds a bit over 250 students. Due to the
requirements for the kindergarten educator license and the ECE qualification (national certifications),
the coursework is fully loaded with specified courses. The institute even does not have course
enrolment regulations of withdrawals, since most of the courses are mandatory for gaining the
certifications, and this coursework already takes up about 8 credit hours (2 credits for 15 90-minute
classes, in general) of classes per day for 5 or 6 days a week.

The institutional differences include the perspectives that are held by the faculty members as
researchers and coordinators of the project. In this study, we aim to explore stories of the participants,
which can be collaboratively given diverse insights so that our findings can gain in-depth, unique,
multi-faceted ideas that lead to valuable implications for higher education. In this study, we identify
ourselves as researcher-educators, rather than vice versa. We look for implications to better our
collaborative practice as fulfilling an accountability for postsecondary education.

The Inter-institutional Project

This collaborative project aimed for young children and their parents to cultivate the
understanding of SDGs and Goal 14, through which we conserved and sustainably used the oceans,
seas and marine resources for sustainable development, in Japan. One of the surveys from JXTG
Holdings points out that 85% of Japanese people have never heard the words around SDGs, or that they
expect Goal 14 as the first priority target of Japan in SDGs (JXTG Holdings, 2017). Business Policy
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Forum, which is supported by Keidanren (Japan Business Federation) and Ministry of Economy, Trade
and Industry, brings up that European companies tend to see SDGs as business chances and their
administrations are well-aware of it, comparing to those of Japanese companies (Business Policy
Forum, 2017).

Outline of the project

The purposes of this project are for parents and children to understand environmental issues as one
of the goals of SDGs through educational efforts and interventions by students of both institutions. This
project was held at the school festival at MC in November in 2017. Below is an outline of this event.
The event consisted of the following activities.

1. Parents and children welcomed into the site, playing with students

Serving pancakes to them on a paper mat that is printed about SDGs and Goal 14

Flannel board storytelling done by the students of MC, showing the cause and effect of pollutant
(dish soap, leftover food)

Cleaning dishes

Explaining SDGs and a water purification system

Small experiment of filtration, and showing how much water is used to purify it from a drop of oil
Lining up the cards of 17 SDGs (mini game)

wmn

No ok

Students from both the institutes collaborated to show their results from research and discussion in their
own styles. MU students organized 5 and 6 in that outline. MC students led the activities of 1 to 4. The
last mini game, lining up the cards of 17 goals of SDGs, was managed by all the students. The number
of participants was about 50, including both children and their parents. (Pictures1-3)
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Picture 1: Placing mats to show SDGs and its goal 14
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Picture 2: Demonstrating filtration to foster understanding of Goal 14 of SDGs

Picture 3: Lining up logo cards of SDGs



Research Statement

The purpose of this research is to make the impacts of a collaborative educational project
explicitly explained over the multiple types of institutions and specialized fields of students through
examining the impacts of this project to participants at the individual level. Collaborative projects and
extracurricular activities are going to be a part of the essential programs in Japanese higher education
institutions. However, these outcomes are not easy to be defined explicitly. In order to gain beneficial
educational implications, this research aims to look for educational outcomes of such a kind of
activities and contribute to piling up the outcomes of a series of qualitative analyses of the activities of
students who prepare and organize such projects.

Methodology and the Study

This small investigation has been based on the Narrative approach, where “restorying”
(Creswell, 2013) plays a key role. According to Creswell, restorying is a way of reorganizing the
stories into a generalized frame. Here, where we have put the importance on was our social
constructivist point of view. Albeit our data collected through our investigation being mixed with
quantitative ones with single-significance responses, how it has been utilized was unique. The
quantitative and qualitative data from the survey was actually a tool to further gain in-depth accounts
from the participants. This is similar in a way that Hodge and Jones (2000) utilize photo data taken by
the participants as a facilitating set of tools to gain access to further data unrevealed within the
participants through interviews. The participants have been encouraged to retrospectively think back on
their experiences through interviews based on the data from the survey as an emotional trigger. Using
an essence of visual ethnography (Pink, 2008), this way of data collection was our trials of ensuring
better validity of data, where their physical sense of motions can be a critical trigger and enrichment of
the data. Letting them walk back to the venue and talking over the event worked as facilitative stimuli
for data collection. This means of data collection allowed the researchers and participants to
emotionally go back to ‘the moments’. In the course of collecting data, our researcher identities,
knowledge and desires have been actively challenged and examined. This led us to take our stance that
values “authorial reflexivity”, that is, “how they [researchers] best want the voices of their participants,
the contexts of their studies, and their own voices as authors to be interwoven” (Marshall, Clemente &
Higgins, 2014b, p.13).

The participants are from two postsecondary institutes in a suburban area of Tokyo, Japan. They
are 6 two-year college students, all majoring Global Early Childhood Education and Care from Metro
College (MC), a single faculty degree granting college, and 6 university students of Metro University
(MU), studying Early Childhood Education, Music, Liberal Arts, and Global Communications at each
faculty. The forms of collected data are: qualitative and quantitative surveys with unstructured
interviews, field notes, related documents, photos, and video recordings.



Analytical Frameworks

Our analytical framework is twofold. We shall analyze the gained data from two distinctive
theoretical perspectives to illustrate some findings first, and then look for in-depth insights as
implications in the process of realizing our emic-etic study in a manner we value authorial reflexivity
and the participants’ voices. We believe that no study can be purely emic. According to our
philosophical assumption, any study can only be emic-etic, and thus, we claim our stance as being
social constructivists. We actively engage with our own researcher lenses and voices of participants to
empower the voices of the participants with clarified personal lenses and desires of the researchers.
Therefore, the choices of analytical frameworks themselves represent our researcher desires to
represent the voices of the participants in the ways we favour. It is critical for us to clearly declare that
the analytical frameworks in this study represent our scholarly interests in the ways we value them
based on our academic philosophical assumptions. This is critical since philosophical assumptions of
researchers are where the study’s methodology is rooted in (Creswell, 2013). Why and how a
methodology is appropriated in a way it has been is dependent on the researcher’s beliefs and values
held as a whole person, including their researcher identity. Being aware of the relations amongst their
philosophical stance, research methodology and epistemology of his/her theoretical knowledge, their
authorial reflexivity should gain further validity.

Analytical framework - Part One: Multiple Identities (Norton, 1995) in the participant students
with their pluricultural competences (Coste, Moore and Zarate, 1997; Dagenais and Moore, 2004,
2008; Marshall and Moore, 2013, 2018; Moore, 2006, 2010; Moore and Gajo, 2009) have acted as a
means of enacting professional identities and a guideline for their own meaning making processes of
the learning event. Norton (1995) describes multiple identities of an individual that are definable with
relation to multiple social contexts in which the individual exists. In this study, we take this valuable
notion to guide our understanding to the participants’ self-perception of their own identities that was
dependent on a particular social context. In the data, participants have shown self-recognition of who
they are by referring to key adjective terms. Through this, their multiple identities can be said uniquely
perceived by themselves. This has emerged due to their participation of the inter-institutional project
with other peers at the other institute. Pluriculturalism is an ideology of social practices and socially-
embedded personal practice around multiple cultures, and closely interwoven with the idea of
plurilingualism, where cultures and languages through a lens of personal and social practices, and
sociocultural contexts are examined with in-depth analytical lenses. Their personal repertoire of
knowledge and skills is also an indispensable essence in this notion. A stance on pluri-ism is claimed
by Marshall and Moore (2018). We favour their stance for this study. Plurilingualism and
pluriculturalism are practice, and are more than a personal repertoire of competences but rather a
relational practice between social and individual agencies.

Analytical framework Part Two: The educational significance of extracurricular activities is
revealed by Rose-Kransor’s research through considering 7,000 reports from high school students
(Rose-Kransnor etal, 2006). The similar inquiry is also examined through another quantitative methods
(Mizokami, 2009; Yamada and Mori, 2010). However, there has been no clear research evidence on the
impacts of collaborative educational projects over the multiple types of institutions and majors through
continuous observation throughout the pre-, in- and post-event stages of the project by multiple
researchers from various institutions and with varied scholarship expertise. Distinctive from the
guantitative measures that are normal in their field of study, qualitative data from our observations is
one of the crucial factors to show definitive outcomes of such kind of educational project. In respect to
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providing our analysis with depth and foundational pieces of information, the quantitative survey data
had been pre-examined to create a tool (i.e. deviation values) for interview data collection.

Data and Discussions

1. Identities as a Japanese Early Childhood Educator (ECE), an International ECE, and International-
Japanese ECE

Students majoring Global Early Childhood Education and Care at MC have made the following
brief entry in our post-project survey with questions of “What was possible because you were with
peers from the other institute? What was a matter you think you would not have felt if without the peers
from the other institute?”.

A AN 22 RE
[Japanese nursery]
(from a survey)

Following the above expression, a researcher-instructor from MC has conducted an unstructured
interview with Yukari, an MC student who has written the expression above. The following is an
excerpt from a researcher’s field note on the interview.

Criticizing their way first, but more than that behind her remark. Yukari has made sense of who
she is through identifying multiple aspects of herself by mirroring her to the other ECE
majoring student in the other institute. “(Their ways of thinking is) so Japanese, or | am
becoming internationalized a bit? I understand though, as I am also a Japanese.”, said Yukari.
My appraisal to her on her global mind led her to think some benefit of learning in the
program. However, the degree of how international her practice can be is questioned by
herself, and her foundation seems firmly to be Japanese. And, she thinks it is a very positive
finding.”

(form a field note)

Yukari’s consideration of herself showed a unique shifting motion amongst her multiple identities of a
Japanese ECE, an international ECE and an international-Japanese ECE. This was triggered by her
interaction with other student from MU who is majoring ECE, not GECEC. By mirroring the practice
of the peer from the different institute with a similar field of study, Yukari has pondered her identities
as an ECE. In this unique context of inter-institutional micro society, Yukari’s ECE identities were
inquired by herself, and she navigated herself through examining her own practice in comparison to the
peer from MU. Through this comparison, Yukari has recognized a part of herself in progress becoming
an international ECE. While, through her sympathy to the peer, her identity as a Japanese ECE was
recognized, as well. At the end of this micro event of interview discussion, Yukari concluded that her
Japanese ECE identity must be valued, whereas it was evident that her international-Japanese ECE
identity in progress of growing was self-recognized. While multiple identities of Yukari can be
discussed to a certain extent with regard to its social context through the Multiple Identities theory, the
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complexity of Yukari’s navigation of her multiple identities can be looked into through another
analytical lens: the ideas of pluriculturalism and pluricultural competence. Pluricultural competence is
echoed with plurilingual competence, where the interwoven nature of languages and cultures is
recognized. Moore and Gajo (2009) claim:

In their everyday lives, bi/plurilinguals find themselves at various points along a situational
continuum; various positionings on this continuum induce alternative choices and social
adjustments, particular language modes (the choice of one language or another, and the
possibility of codeswitching) and different identities (e.g. the speaker can endorse a
monolingual, a bilingual or a learner identity), all within the same conversation (p. 141).

Yukari’s ideas of Japanese and international ECEs were associated with consideration to identities as
an ECE, a learner, and a whole person. Her navigation of these ideas is evidence of her practice that is
both interpersonal and intrapersonal. The shifts, recognitions and reinforcement of her own multiple
cultural values on varied types of ECESs are the representational behaviours of navigating herself
amongst various positions. These positions are defined relational to the context with a particular peer
for this time, and to her own self-inquiry through her learning processes. In this social and personal
process of learning, Yukari was adjusting her own perception of leaning towards a Japanese or
international ECE, or being both as well as reinforcing the Japanese ECE identity. Through this inter-
institutional project, her socially embodied personal practice of identifying herself was an evidence of
the social practice created by the stakeholders who hold diverse repertoires of skills and knowledge,
which were rooted in varied philosophical assumptions.

2. Distinctive specialties and common knowledge as both temporary drawbacks and learning
opportunities

One of the challenges in this project was communication of the students between the two
institutions. Their consensus development required many hours due to the differences of their
repertoires of knowledge and learning purposes. MU students were used to discussion itself because the
number of students at MU is almost 10 thousand in 5 departments. There are a lot of opportunities to
see a variety of majors and specialties inside and outside the classrooms for cultivating unique
discussion opportunities. ASPIRE is a student organization, which focuses on collaboration with
students from other colleges and universities locally as well as internationally. ASPIRE students share
with relative ease at least some knowledge such as global issues and/or SDGs, because they belong to
the association related to the United Nations. On the other hand, MC students strongly focus to be an
Early Childhood Educator as one of the meaningful professions. They are to be specialized and
connected tightly inside the institutional community because the institutional size is much smaller than
MU, and, unlike MU, the coursework is almost identical amongst all the students. The two-year college
has a 2-year educational program as a core, and the only one core. The participant students at the third
year program are subject to the similar traditional ideology of the institution’s educational practice.
These students do not have enough time to participate extracurricular activities. A gap between two-
year college and university is also to make some negative impact. General people tend to link social
status to the difference between them although it is only due to the difference in the nature of
educational programs. Stereotypical perception on different institutions granting degrees at different
levels may be another implicit obstacle for organizing collaborative educational project. Yukari
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mentioned in the survey, 4 K~®OHEA ((RA) 2 TE72] [I was able to intrude into a 4-year
university.] to the same question above. This was the evidence of devaluing her college in comparison
to the 4-year university, according to her.

Interacting with peers at institutions and majors of different types can also be a fruitful
opportunity when it is seen as a part of the educational development for both groups of the students.
Only one MU student belongs to the department related to the ECE. Most of the participants do not
have any experiences to participate in ECE. It is difficult for students to convey global issues like
SDGs to children in an appropriate manner, while many students at MC are, seemingly, not interested
in these topics. A flannel board storytelling successfully and engagingly done by MC students as a part
of this project inspired MU students to motivate themselves for their own research and learning in
educating young learners. They began to create their better outcomes independently for conveying
global issues to children in their own way.

One of the MU students has a career goal of becoming an ECE and an experience of practicum,
same as the MC students. This female student led discussions in the MU student group, relying on her
ECE knowledge and experiences. She had a concern different from those of the other MU students.
ECE is extremely diverse, compared with other levels of education (e.g. elementary, secondary).
Educational philosophies at an ECE level can be oriented diversely, on top of the currently available
diverse educational approaches, so-called alternative education. Her knowledge and understanding
from her educational experiences differed from those of MC students for treating children in this
project. This has resulted in her hesitation in expressing herself in the project at places. The educational
curriculum of ECE at a postsecondary level is usually tight and works for not only an academic degree
but professional qualifications. They tend to learn with a relatively homogeneous body of peers and
faculty members. Thus, it is possible to be distinctive in each postsecondary program. That is a good
practice to cultivate professionalism with in-depth knowledge and experiences, while it also has a
possibility for the students to lapse into a narrow perspective. ECE, parents and children are further
being diversified in this neo-globalized era. A broader view of childcare and education is essential for
every Early Childhood Educator, who is capable of realizing their own philosophical values as an
educator in their actual practices.

Implications

Inter-institutional activities can bring educational benefits to cultivate the students’ skills in
both critical thinking for general social inquiries and their personal fields of studies for their own
expertise. There are often seen obstacles to impede the progress when student projects are carried out
inter-institutionally amongst different types of postsecondary institutes with varied fields of studies.
This is due to the fact that not only the repertoires of conceptual knowledge, but also social contexts,
values and beliefs are all varied. In other words, they exist and grow their academic practice in
different paradigms with distinctive ontologies and epistemologies. These may not even be self-
identified by the students. Thus, with a unique range of philosophical stances, discussions can go
middle of nowhere. Nonetheless, coexistence and cooperation amongst diverse bodies of peers should
bring many benefits, especially from an educational lens. To tackle social issues, and even when they
are to problematize their findings as social issues, effective utilization of the complex and diverse body
of knowledge provided by diverse peers is crucially valuable and necessary.
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“Knowledge 1s one. Its division into subjects is a concession to human weakness. ”
Sir Halford John MacKider, 1887

Benefits of such heterogeneity in learning is not limited to those for collaborative actions. As seen in
Data and Discussions 1., learning experiences in a context with a heterogeneous nature in academic and
professional inquiries can also be an opportunity to reinforce one’s expertise at a foundational level.
This is due the engagement students may experience can be an opportunity of ontological and
epistemological inquiries, both interpersonally as well as intrapersonally as both personal and social
practices. Another important implication is the needs of effective inter-institutional coordinators. While
it was desired that the students organically join each other to form and proceed with a project
physically together, the restrictions of times and places impeded such. Coordinators such as faculty
members are required not only to see ‘a big picture’ of the project with coordination tasks in respect to
finance to other miscellaneous matters, but also to make educational efforts such as facilitating and
supporting the students to find their voices, and to aim and locate their outcomes in the project through
continuous encouragement.
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A Reflective Note on Instruction of “English Camp” and “Research Methodology and Project”:
Through an Inquiry-based TEAL Approach That Cultivates Learner Motivation and Positive
Outcomes in Diverse Academic Specialties

Koichi Haseyama

This is a brief analytical report on teaching of academic courses of Research Methodology and
Project, and English as an Additional Language (EAL) as an interwoven educational practice. This
analytical report illustrates a learner-instructor joint research project to explore the potential of
pedagogical approaches based on the study of plurilingual and pluricultural competences (Coste,
Moore and Zarate, 1997; Dagenais and Moore, 2004, 2008; Marshall and Moore, 2013, 2018; Moore,
2006, 2010; Moore and Gajo, 2009) as learning and teaching resources to support literacy
development, and learning motivation and outcomes for research projects, particularly with
postsecondary students in the Post-Associate Diploma program in Global Early Childhood Education
and Care (GECEC) at a private college in Tokyo, Japan. This collective narrative study is anchored in
the framework of plurilingualism and plurilingual competence to understand the development of
pedagogical strategies to value personal meaning-making processes in GECEC amongst learners and an
instructor in postsecondary education. Exploring multilingualism and multiculturalism in GECEC, and
learning EAL is interconnected within a “language-as-resource” and multicompetence perspective that
insists on the transferability of skills (Lotherington and Ronda, 2014). Participants are 6 Japanese 20-
t0-23 years old college students and an instructor in the diploma program. Multimodal data sources
include learner-initiated digital photographs, field notes, and photographic and video recordings of
participants’ interactions while in the process of documenting their learning during their lessons of
“English Camp”, that is, an extracurricular program for training EAL. This EAL training was initially
designed as part of the preparation for their ECE coursework at a partner postsecondary institute in
Canada. The findings suggest that paying respect to learner’s individual meaning-making processes
that are unique to each life trajectory of them has developed and helped each learner accept a wide
range of creative strategies to make sense of the learning experiences in GECEC. Furthermore, it was
also evident that the learners were navigating their own multiple identities (Norton, 1995) when they
were making investment in learning EAL together as both learners themselves and learning peers, on
top of themselves as pre-service teachers as well as ordinary individuals with personal interests other
than GECEC. In doing so, their pursuit of personal goals in GECEC has frequently been enhanced
collaboratively through nonacademic involvement of each other (i.e. chats on personal wishes and
goals for daily life; discussions on entertainment). The findings also encourage discussions of the
potential of innovative multilingual pedagogies in the second-language classroom to empower learner’s
agency, and support their literacy development of multiple languages (Cummins, 2009) particularly in
teacher education in this neo-globalizing era.

Methodology
Narrative Approach with Restorying (Creswell, 2013): Based on the narrative approach in
principle, the researcher and participants have worked on collaborative restorying as a research

methodology. In terms of ontology and epistemology, this was a social constructive action of analysis.
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Analytical framework

Plurilingualism and Pluriculturalism (Coste, Moore and Zarate, 1997; Marshall and Moore,
2013, 2018; Moore, 2006, 2010; Moore and Gajo, 2009): As a central analytical lens, this study takes a
stance that is claimed by Marshall and Moore (2018) on plurilingualism. Plurilingualism and
pluriculturalism are examined as practice, and it is more than a personal repertoire of competences but
rather relational and complex practices between social agency and individual ones as well as of them as
a whole.

Learners’ scholarly interests (Participants’ research journal entries as data)

Firstly, the logical validity of the obtained data through the collection methods based on my
philosophical stance of a social constructive nature should be discussed. Referring to revoicing, coined
by Mehan in 1976 (Miyazaki, 2002), Miyazaki (2005) argues his notions of “¥iZEREL L CTHO T L' %
M7= (children’s voices in real modes)” (=observable representation of how and what children may be
thinking) and “RJEERE & L T+ £ & D75 (children’s voices in possible modes)” (=observable
representation of how children think, through the educator’s revoicing with authentic facilitation-ship).
By authentic facilitation-ship, | mean not the educational facilitation in a conventional sense, but that
teachers are not merely leading or supporting, but actively creating the public understanding of the
learners’ thoughts and ideas through active involvement to the learning of the matters in attention. The
learner’s voice in a possible mode is the learner’s voice influenced and re-announced by the teacher,
who authentically engages with the content. In other words, a teacher attempts to understand what is
said by a student based on his understanding of the student and the studied material. Then, such
representation made by the teacher triggers further discussion and negotiation of meaning and direction
of the learning. One unique and critical aspect here is that a teacher is also a learner. This is different
from that a teacher, simply, learns matters from their teaching and/or the students. Here, a teacher is an
active learner of the same study materials that her/his students are making inquiries upon. This requires
a pedagogical perspective that is away from knowledge transmission, but to reach at the level where a
teacher can make familiar matters unfamiliar. Tackling pre-assumptions of facts, the triangle of a
teacher, a learner and a study material gains its value of in-depth inquiries, and unknown questions
(Miyazaki, 2013) will emerge. Such involvement of the teacher becomes part of learning that is
happening amongst the learners through teacher’s in-depth authentic engagement with the learning
content and the students. As a result, students’ voices that would not come up to the surface of in-
classroom interactions may be observed.

For scholastic research, emic information can be defined as those gained through the former (the
voice in real modes); however, I would like to argue the significance of the latter (the voice in possible
modes) in relation to my research data collection methods. I claim that the learner’s voice in possible
modes should be differentiated from the data either delivered through the researcher’s interpretation, or
derived in contamination of the researcher’s own bias or preceding knowledge. The participant’s voices
in the possible mode are represented (or re-announced) by the researcher in negation and approval of
the learners. In other words, such voices are not regarded as the researcher’s valid interpretation of the
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reality that is held by the participants if the teacher simply restates or closes discussion on her/his
revoicing statement. The ontological values of those represented voices are yet more of those of the
researcher. Nevertheless, such voices in possible modes are pedagogically useful for gaining in-depth
thoughts held in the minds of learners. The negotiation of meanings with the participants, and the
realization of learners’ real voices in forms in which researchers can comprehend them can be made
possible through the utilization and joint exploration of the voice in possible modes. | see such
processes as critical in negotiation of emic-etic natures of data collection amongst the researcher and
the researched. Such arguments are always a critical concern for qualitative studies. Nevertheless, such
possible drawbacks can be logically addressed and sufficiently controlled through proper measures
such as clarifying the researcher’s reflexivity and reliance on the collaborative nature. By doing so, the
participants’ voices in possible modes become effective data. Bringing the participants’ voices in
possible modes into light, | may be able to dig up their real voices through the communication and
negotiation amongst me and them on the meanings of their voices in possible modes. To this end,
democratic practices amongst the researcher and researched can be realized through the co-creation
processes of realities both with the authentic facilitation-ship through authentic engagement from the
researcher, and the possible interests held by and/or cultivated amongst the participants. Such practices
equip me as a researcher with a capability to collect data that would have been kept implicit behind the
mouths of the participants. Some may say the fact that the data collection from young learners could be
hard due to the inadequate critical competence of the youth; nonetheless, I claim that it is more of the
researcher’s lack of data collection skills.

The following journal entries are specified course assignments that the student participants had to
work on with me as their instructor in order to articulate their voices in a clearer manner. In the process
of producing these notes, their ideas have been clarified, shifted and reinforced.

Participant A: Passion, Learning and Self-esteem
In the course of learning in the English Camp, it was all about adding meanings. By actively adding
or creating a meaning of activities, any learning will gain its values. In my case, my passion to
Manga was the key. In this area, there can often be ideas (characters, designs, stories) that are not
accepted by the majority while they are valuable to some. By the hate of isolation, one might join
into a majority, but it might demolish the value, thus, also meaningful engagement on the subject
matter of interest may be lost. This personal philosophy has informed and guided me as an Early
Childhood Educator as well. Ozeki (1998) claims that by educators accepting a child as is naturally,
the child develops her/his self-esteem. Here, not only seeing who they are, but also looking into and
feeling the “thing” they like is another important key.

Participant B: Entertainment for both children and educators
Through some time in the English Camp, I have thought about my degree research topic. It was
about entertainment in Early Childhood Education. For children, daily life is entertainment.
Playing, singing as part of their life, they enjoy their life. Sharing this joy with others will let them
learn sociality and, such a sociality with others brings up further joy for meaningful learning and
development. Discovering new ideas around their daily life due to the exploration for fun helps
them learn more through stimuli. Young children do not ‘speak’ as we do. Therefore, their actions
(both active and passive) are another language. Educators need to listen to them. Piaget’s (2013)
development theory shows that especially ”Sensory Motor Stage” supports this idea of mine.
Children at this stage explore the world around themselves, and at many times, these actions are for
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fun, curiosity or at least result in being entertained. To know how such a process is going on within
a young child, we adults should also know or actively recognize entertainment in everyday life,
including learning.

Participant C: Multiculturalism in toys:
Loose Parts as toys seems to be popular in Reggio Emilia Approach. In the same manner of 100
Languages of Children (Edward, Gandini and Forman, 1998), if there are 100 children, there are
100 of ways of expressions and dreams. While, | see plastic toys with intended ways of use at my
workplace in Japan. These could be seen as a representation of different cultures. This is a
philosophical perspective to see children’s multimodal expressions as another languages.

Participant D: Amusement in ECE:
For children, everyday is entertainment and amusement. In the English Camp, | was told that |
could explore anything I liked in order to learn English and that is beneficial for the degree
research. | have chosen entertainment as a key aspect. For children, themselves making their own
rules for a creative game is also an entertainment amongst other everyday activities at a daycare.
Entertainment is not only for fun but also for nurturing critical thinking. According to Sugano
(2002), games bring self-regulation. They do not go as wished, and their brains are challenged for
full throttle.

Participant E: Sports and ECE:
Azami, Otsuki and Murata (1996) suggest many critical points in early development and non-
organized sports amongst children in their free time after school. Modernization of cities has
squeezed out spaces for children to freely play outdoor games such as soccer, which was a natural
scenery in Japan a couple of decades ago. Such a fact can be a cause of health risk for children.
Related to this claim, it shows how free will of children for playing sport is important and formed.
Looking into such cases, I will continuously investigate how ECEs should navigate or take actions
in their school settings. Some like sports, while others do not. | want to respect both as their rights,
and one way of expressing their goals.

Participant F: Psychological approaches in ECE:
Within the study of English (English Camp), | found what I liked, and started to get interested in
reading academic articles of my favourite teacher. By speaking English, new wonders have
emerged, and became eager to deepen my thought. By talking a lot, more questions have come, and
| felt | wanted to know more. Different form other classes, | am not told to know a particular matter
in a particular way, or not just thrown to research on my own. | started to feel spontaneous to do a
research. By working extensively, it made me see what | want to do, and what | am interested in,
and was getting me connected to what | want to do in future. From the interest in who | want to be,
my interest has shifted to children’s character formation, and how ‘others’ such as families would
interact with/give impact on it. In terms of “synchronizing behaviour”, learning from watching a
parent, “where they are, that is, their family environment is the most important place” (Hayashi and
Tanida, 2010, p. 15). With a theory coined by Erikson (cited in Hayashi and Tanida, 2010), children
as young as 18 months old learn trust and mistrust. Since it is natural for children at this age to
spend most of the time with their parents, the parents’ interaction and what they have (i.e. personal
characters) must be critically important for the character formation of the children. In ECE, we
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have a pedagogical tool such as I-message. By making use of our own emotion to engage the heart
of a child is pivotal in ECE. Through trust and an emotional channel, synchronizing behaviour may
gain its meanings of their own. A change within a parent brings a change in a child. When
awareness of many parents transforms, communities and a larger society will change.

In the course of reaching to their final product for the course, which was desired to be with open-ended
questions with no defined answers, their academic inquiries have also been pursued and explored in
other related courses of the same instructor. This multi-faceted approach to their inquiries provided
them with opportunities of broadening and coming back to the focal questions with in-depth insights.
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Students’ PowerPoint slides of presentations in other courses

Triggered and explored through teaching EAL (analysis)

In “English Camp”, the core pedagogical principle was a “learner’s interest-centred” approach.
Commonly amongst the student participants, being facilitated and encouraged to focus on their
personal interests has triggered their motivated exploration in their learning in their postsecondary
program. This has resulted in a series of their own meaning making/designing processes for their
interested matters throughout their inquiries jointly with EAL acquisition. According to Stein (2004),
“in designing meaning, people draw these representational histories in conjunction with what stuff is
available to them in that moment of history. Through this process of designing, culture is both
sustained and transformed” (p109-110). Applying this idea to a micro culture of the class and histories
of the students (life trajectories) and the institute, the stuff was echoed as the pedagogy that was
available in the English Camp. Making use of the pedagogically available opportunities, the student
participants have been encouraged and engaging with their own interests and knowledge from their
past, at the same time, been challenging the histories of the “knowledge-injection” style of education
they had been exposed to in order to make their own sense of the matters in investigation and their own
right of learning processes in their own academic research interests.
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Norton (1995) describes multiple identities of an individual that are defined in conjunction with
multiple social contexts which one is in. In the data, many of them are shifting their ideas of their own
personal interest from being held by a usual self (not a pre-service teacher) to being a pre-service Early
Childhood Educator. This shows a very foundational meaning of education: Leading, scaffolding,
encouraging, supporting, and respecting what the learners may want to achieve.

“Here, not only seeing who they are, but also looking into and feeling the “thing” they like is
another important key.”

“To know how such a process is going on within a young child, we adults should also know or
actively recognize entertainment in everyday life.”

“From the interest in who | want to be, my interest has shifted to children’s character formation,
and how ‘others’ such as families would interact with it.”
(from the participants’ research journal entries)

Above, their attentions in the interested matters for themselves have been transferred into the
context of ECE. To enact such a shift of meanings that they have created to their interest and education,
their interaction with and attention to multiple and multimodal voices are a pivotal foundation. The
following excerpts of the participants ideas echoed the instructor’s instructional core value.

“Therefore, their actions (both active and passive) are another language. Educators need to listen to
them.”

“T want to respect both as their rights, and one way of expressing their goals.”
(from the participants’ research journal entries above)

For the participants, voices (languages) are defined as multimodal. Borrowing the idea of
multiliteracies (Cope & Kalantzis, 2000), I claim this is a set of their unique multiple literacies in
linguistic and conceptual knowledge and skills as both means and representation. Gee (2015) uniquely
distinguishes pure linguistic discourse as “discourse” from “Discourse” with a capital D that is with
contexts and behavioural elements around the linguistic discourse. With regard to multiliteracies over
linguistic and conceptual competences as claimed above, it is critical for educators to facilitate not only
“literacy events” but also “literacy practice” (Street, 2002) in which learners’ discourses should be
given critical consideration on their non-verbal environmental aspects. It is critical to look into the
complex coexistence and relations of their linguistic and conceptual knowledge and skills, literacies as
means and representation of meanings, and linguistic and non-linguistic discourses. This is because
their conceptual knowledge is often represented and gained through physical behaviours as means of
definition and acquisition, where a linguistic means plays a crucial role for them to gain in-depth
understanding of the subject matters. Amongst the participants, their competence as such has been
feeding their inquires from their usual selves into professional identities. Their active willingness to
engage with and decode the non-verbal languages amongst children is evident. Such an attitude has
been transmitted from their own pondering on their use and learning of English as an Additional
Language in English Camp. In a way plurilingualism (Marshall and Moore, 2018) claims its
functionality as practice around social and individual agencies, the participants’ learning processes in
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English Camp can be framed as follows. This was a series of phenomena in pedagogical contacts and
individual repertoires that were challenged and cultivated. English Camp was not a mere course of
EAL learning. It was a series of multilingual and multicultural social-individual practice, where
individual agency (e.g. learning motivation, interpersonal learning skills, linguistic knowledge of L1
and EAL, conceptual knowledge in subject matters/their own interest) and social agency (e.g.
pedagogical interaction/intervention, instructor-learner affection, institutional goals that are aligned
with those of the participants) played critical roles to each other and collaboratively together. This case
represents interactive phenomena in education in term of socio-didactic nature of plurilingualism and
pluriculturalism (Moore and Gajo, 2009) in TEAL as a resource of academic inquiries in specific fields
of studies that are pursued by EAL speaking postsecondary students.
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Second Language Acquisition in Childhood: Survey on Parental Consciousness Toward English
Education During Early Childhood
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Abstract

This study compares and contrasts consciousness toward English between kindergarten and elementary
school parents. Results revealed that kindergarten and elementary school parents alike wished that their child
lose uneasiness felt toward English and get used to the sound and rhythm of the language. On the otherhand,
expectation of reading and writing words and sentences in English differed between the two groups. Elementary
school parents highly sought for these compared to their kindergarten peers. Data also revealed that parental
expectation of English education in kindergarten and elementary school are both high, despite the fact that
83.3% of kindergarten parents and 56.7% of elementary school parents do not know what type of English
education their child is receiving at kindergarten and at school. The data shows how important it is for
kindergartens to periodically evaluate their English curriculum and effectively convey its contents to parents as a
way to provide better education for their children.

Keywords : Second Language Acquisition (SLA), English education, kindergarten parents, elementary school
parents, early childhood education and care (ECEC), parental consciousness

Introduction

Recently, there has been an international trend where the age that English is introduced to children has been
lowered (Rixon, 2013). This is true in Japan as well where English has become mandatory from third grade and
a graded subject from fifth grade from the year 2020 (MEXT, 2017). With this movement, the number of early
childhood education and care (ECEC)" facilities that teach English has increased. According to a survey
conducted by Benesse Educational Research and Development Institute (BERD) (2012), 58.0% of private
kindergartens and 54.7% of certified centers for ECEC in Japan conducted English activities during regular
childcare hours. Furthermore, the number of preschools® increased nationally from 18 to 312 between the years
2002 to 2010 (Mook, 2009). It can be said that English is no longer an unusual practice in Japanese ECEC
facilities and there are many children who are receiving English education from an early age. However, there
are very few studies conducted in this area (Carreira, 2007; Nakayama & Hirose, 2010) and fewer yet, which

! In this paper, ECEC refers to education and care provided for children up to entering elementary school in
Japan.

2 Preschool refers to ECEC facilities where children go for more than once a week for several hours a day in an
English speaking environment.

-19-



deal specifically with parental views (Nakayama & Hirose, 2010). As parental views affect a child’s education
in many aspects, it is worthwhile to consider parental expectations and views on English education in ECEC in
Japan.

Purpose

The purpose of this study is to compare and contrast consciousness toward English between kindergarten
and elementary school parents. By this comparison, difference in approach that should be taken between
kindergarten and elementary school English education will be elucidated which would lead to ideas on how to
improve English offered at the ECEC level.

Methods

A parental questionnaire inquiring about the English education that their child is receiving in kindergarten
and parental consciousness toward English in the ECEC years was conducted at a Japanese kindergarten in
November 2017. The deadline was one week. Participants could choose to answer either by paper, which was
handed out to all parents of the 4 and 5 year old classes, or on-line via their cell phones or personal computers.
The questionnaire consisted of 36 questions, with a majority using a 4 level Likert scale. Contents of the
questionnaire included a face sheet, questions regarding views on English in general, and questions on English
education that their child is receiving at kindergarten. Items were created based on a questionnaire for parents
with children in elementary school (grades 1 through 6) in a BERD survey conducted in 2006. The responses
from kindergarten parents were compared and contrasted with answers from the elementary school parents.

Background information
(1) Kindergarten

The kindergarten is located in a suburb of Tokyo and composed of 277 children. Most of the children come
from middle to upper middle class families in the area. There are twelve classes total (four 3 year old classes,
four 4 year old classes, three 5 year old classes and one special class). Children in the 5 year old classes receive
30 minute English classes once a week by a native English speaker. Besides that, Japanese is the main language
used for instruction in classes other than the special class. A total of 20 English classes are given throughout the
year. The curriculum is based on the Course of study for kindergarten presented by MEXT, which is similar to
other accredited kindergartens in Japan.

(2) Participants

Participants for this study were parents of children in the 4 year old and 5 year old classes. A total of 205
questionnaires were handed out and 111 were answered. Out of the respondents, 50 had a child in one of the 4
year old classes and 61 in one of the 5 year old classes. 33 answered the questionnaire on-line and 78 responded
by paper.
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Results
(1) Characteristics of participants

97% of the respondents were mothers and 3% were fathers. 51.5% of the mothers and fathers were 40 to
44 years old. 57.6% of the mothers stayed at home during the day, 42.4% worked part-time, and none worked
full-time. 97% of the fathers worked full-time and 3% worked part-time. 46.9% of the mothers had received
education up to 22 years old and 48.5% of the fathers had received education up to the same age. 51.1%
answered that their children was their first child, 34.9% their second, and 9.1% their third. A majority of the
children (91.0%) had never been abroad.

(2) English study outside of kindergarten / elementary school

21.6% of the children learned English outside of the kindergarten compared to 18.8% of their elementary
school peers. The most popular mode of learning for both kindergarteners and elementary school students was
English conversation schools. (kindergarteners 33.0%, elementary school students 52.3%). The next popular
form of study for kindergarteners and elementary school students differed. For elementary school students this
was English courses at cram school (23.1%), and for kindergarten parents this was correspondence education
(“tsushin kyouiku’) (22.2%). The reason why correspondence education was roughly twice as much as
elementary school students (11.5%) may be because this kind of education does not require parents to take their
children to and from class and can be started without much hassle. It is an easy way to begin English studies
with little prior preparation. The third most popular form of study for kindergarteners was cram school (11.0%)
and on-line education (11%) (Figure 1).
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Figure 1 What type of English education does your child receive outside of
kindergarten / elemenatry school?
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(3) Parental understanding of English education conducted at the kindergarten

83.3% parents said that they either “did not know” or “mostly did not know” what kind of English
education their child is receiving in kindergarten. For parents with elementary school children, this number was
56.7%, a difference of 26.6%. This points to the possibility that parents of kindergarteners are less aware of the
English education conducted at their child’s early childhood education institution. One reason for this may be
because their child is not talking about their English experience at school. To the question, “Does your child
speak about what they learned in English at home?” 64.9% answered “never” or “not very.” Considering the
difficulty that kindergarteners may have to accurately communicate to their parents what they did in school,
kindergartens that have English classes in their curriculum may need to take extra care in actively transmitting
information to parents.

(4) Parental expectation of English education conducted at the kindergarten

Results showed that both kindergarten and elementary school parents wanted their child to become
comfortable in using English. Over 90% of kindergarten and elementary school parents answered that they wish
that English education will “take away the uneasiness felt toward English” (kindergarten parents 92.8%,
elementary school parents 92.2%) for their child and that their child will become ““used to the sound and rhythm
of English” (kindergarten parents 91.1%, elementary school parents 92.1%). However, for reading and writing
skills, the expectation for the two groups showed different results. ““(W)riting words and sentences in English”
(kindergarten parents 47.7%, elementary school parents 62.3%) and “reading words and sentences in English”
(kindergarten parents 58.5%, elementary school parents 67.5%) were higher for parents with elementary school
children than kindergarteners. Thus it can be inferred that the older the child, the stronger the parents wish that
English writing and reading skills be obtained (Figure 2).
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81.9
82.3

|

Note. indicates %, multiple answers allowed,

“very much” and "much® combined ® kindergarten parents ® elementary school parents

Figure 2 How much would you like your child to acquire the following
skills from learning English?
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(5) Achievements of English education in kindergarten

At first glance, there was a notable achievement of English education in amount of parental satisfaction.
Parents who answered that they are “extremely satisfied” with the English education their child is receiving was
23.4% for kindergarteners, compared to 1.4% for elementary school children. However, a closer look into this
revealed something different. When a T-test was conducted comparing kindergarten parental expectation and
whether they felt that their child had acquired each skill, the latter was significantly lower than the former,
inferring that results of English education did not meet and are not currently meeting parental expectations
(Table 1).

Table 1 T—test on parental expectation and realized achievement from
English education in kindergarten

average average realized
expectation achievemeant t score

To take away uneasiness felt toward PR, - .
Englich “ 350(.70) 257(94) 8 98 %%
To get used to the sound and rythem of PR - PR . -
Enzlieh s 3.45(68) 250(.91) 0.06 %
;r?"'tlji?rdble to listen to and speak 3.26(77) 219(.85) 997 %%
To be able to read words and 271¢83) 14707 1597 s
sentences in English e T e
To be able to write words and - p . - PR A
qerter‘éeq in English i 255(88) 35085) 203%%

i a -'r"r'- [ -"'\-'l- lals P e Y RN a & El ]
To understand the culture and lifestyle 317074 179¢85) 15.30%%
of different countreis e TS S e e
To make a smooth transition to 374073) 186081 1337 %%
elementary school English I T '
To incrase my child’s interest in o e P \ D=
differe?t countries 3.360.75) 2.23(.95) Baxx
To get my child to like English 34666 244097 9 BG&*
To get my child to acquire basic English . \ YT -
“‘l{illj‘ i aed = - 306090 BZ2(8B1) QT #
sekep < (07, ¢ Jindicates SD
Discussion

This study revealed that parental expectation of what can be obtained as a result of English education in
kindergarten is much higher than what they felt had been acquired by their child. This suggests the importance
of kindergartens to actively evaluate their curriculum, pin down problems, and work to improve these. However,
the issue may be that achievement of English education is difficult to ascertain by parents. The main purpose of
speaking a language is to communicate with others, and in a household where Japanese is the most commonly
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used language, opportunities for a child to speak English are extremely limited. If the child is not speaking
English at home, parents could feel that their child’s English is not getting better. Another possibility is that
parental anticipation of their child’s English skills to improve is too high. Language skills cannot be acquired
over night and parents may need to reconsider their prospects. Nonetheless, it is important for kindergartens to
evaluate their English education and recognize the discrepancy between this, parental expectation and feelings
of achievement. Despite its limitations, this study makes a valuable contribution to research in English education
for ECEC and should promote future studies in this area.

Limitations

This study has two limitations. One is the number and demographics of respondents. Only 54% of the
parents in the 4 year old and 5 year old classes responded, and a majority of those who answered were mothers.
Results may have been different if the number collected had increased and more questionnaires had been
answered by fathers. The second limitation is that data for elementary school parents was not collected directly.
Analysis was based on information provided by a previous study by BERD in 2006. If future studies were to be
conducted, it is advisable that raw data be gathered, as this could improve the quality of results.
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Practice and Consideration for Releasing Pre-service Teachers from a Negative Consciousness to
Drawing in Childcare Development: 1) Practice of Finger Painting and Secondary Creation
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Promoting “Skills for Score-Writing” at  Piano Lesson of  Nursery or Kindergarten Training Course:
mainly about Practicing Accompaniment-Writing and its Educational Effects
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